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The Compute Function

The purpose of the Compute Function (as introduced earlier in this chapter) is to create 
new variables. This is done through arithmetic operations, most commonly, addition. 
The most common use of the Compute Function is adding up the values of individual 
scale items to create a scale total. This process is also used to create factor scores by adding 
up items that loaded on particular dimensions in a factor analysis.

Earlier in the chapter we said that individual scale items need to be entered as separate 
variables to calculate the Cronbach’s alpha for the given scale. After you finish that task, 
you typically want to use the scale total as one of your DVs. You use the Compute Func-
tion to calculate that total.

Compute Function Steps: Look at the menu bar; locate the Transform option; 
when you click on Transform, several options appear in the dropdown list. The 
first of these is Compute. When you click on Compute, an action box appears (see 
Figure 10.9).

FIGURE 10.9  Action Box for Compute Function
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